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Breast Cancer Awareness

One in eight women in the U.S.
will be diagnosed with breast
cancer in her lifetime. Encourage
the women in your life to get
tested!

Movie Nights in
Margaret Pace Park
Coming Soon

Subscribe at www.bnamiami.org
for dates and featured movies
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Are you registered to vote?
October 11 is the deadline.
Early voting starts Monday,
Oct. 24th, and the general
election is Tuesday, Nov. 8th.
Get out and vote!

Welcome to the fall issue of BNA News
The July number of resales as per the Miami Association
of Realtors showed an almost 21% decline from the
previous year.
If followed by a similar number, it would have announced
a very hard landing for the Miami–Dade Real Estate
market.
Instead, a 3% decline in August, if sustained in the
following months will predict a more normal market that
will give access to local buyers.
Foreign investors have slowed purchases after declines
of 60% in the value of some currencies compared to the
dollar, as Argentina, Brazil and Russia.
Condo resales were down 13.6% in August, but single
family homes were up 8.7% both compared to last year.

If locals step in, the cycle will end softly, and later begin
again.
Biscayne Neighborhoods Association is putting in place
the alliances that will help prevent a potentially slowing
market from affecting employment in our area.
We will continue to emphasize to local government
officials and Agencies as Downtown Development
Authority (DDA) and the Community Redevelopment
Agency (CRA) that can use some of their resources on
helping small companies to start in Omni/Edgewater
creating jobs.

Andres Althabe
President, BNA
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WATER POLLUTION
Andres Althabe
BNA President
A controversial rule that raises
the levels of some of the toxins
allowed to be dumped into
Florida’s drinking waters has been
challenged in the state Division
of Administrative Hearings by the
Seminole Tribe.
The lawsuit effectively delays
the ability of state regulators to
submit the rule to the federal
Environmental Protection Agency
for approval.

Fracking contaminates
the drinking water and it
was recently linked to the
earthquake in Oklahoma.

Benzene and other chemicals
are mixed with water used in
fracking, the technology used to
free very deep natural gas and
several other industries like dry
cleaning companies, pulp and
paper producers, wastewater
treatment plants and agriculture.
This contaminated water later
reaches underground water used
as a source of drinking water.
Almost half of Florida’s 67
counties have passed local laws
or resolutions to ban fracking.
But in the past three years, the
Florida House has approved
statewide fracking bills.
The governor-appointed
Environmental Regulatory
Commission wants to increase the
number of regulated chemicals
in the drinking water from 54
to 92 chemicals and raise the

Tackling the Homeless Issue
Homelessness requires immediate
solutions Downtown.
It is the one issue that impacts that
neighborhood like no other in the
city.
(877) 994-4357 is the outreach
number to call 24/7 for help
finding a bed.

Andres Althabe, President
of Biscayne Neighborhoods
Association (BNA), addressed
the audience of the Downtown
Neighbors Alliance (DNA) on
September 15, 2016

allowed limits on more than two
dozen known carcinogens — all
currently regulated — from levels
that are from 20 percent to 1,100
percent higher than current
standards.
Several Miami-Dade County
elected officials sent a letter to
DEP Secretary Jon Steverson
urging the agency to postpone
the vote and seek more public
comment, especially in South
Florida. They argue rules
“would result in increased
concentrations of toxic chemicals
in our waterways, threatening
our water quality, public health,
and water-based economies
upon which millions of Floridians
depend.”
I received the letter from the
Office of Representative Jose
Javier Rodriguez (District 112).
The points made in the letter are
still pending until the resolution
of the Seminole Tribe lawsuit.
See the letter on our website at
http://bit.ly/2d8zphq.
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GREATER DOWNTOWN
Andres Althabe
BNA President

By Heidi Whoolery,
Senior Sales Executive

Preconstruction prices were
adjusted following slower sales in
2015.
According to a DDA (Downtown
Development Authority) study:
Projects with 80% sold raised
prices by an average of 10% and
those less than 80% sold dropped
prices or increased broker
incentives to promote sales.
Resale prices averaged $457, with
almost all the increase (aprox. 6%)
in the second half of 2015. The
price appreciation was down from
20% from previous years.
Krystal Tower project was
cancelled and Auberge project
that was reworked to increase to
1,000 units, was postponed by
the developer Related Group and
removed from the reservations
stage to the planned inventory.
The area that in proportion had
the largest percentage growth
was Edgewater (63% -2,906 Units)
followed by Midtown (42% - 410
Units) and Brickell (22% - 4,663
Units).
Sales were launched in 2016 for
Gran Paraiso, Elysee and Missoni
Baia, among other towers in
Edgewater.
July 2016 saw a major drop in
resales by 21.8 % in Miami –
Dade according to the Miami
Association of Realtors. Indication
is that even if it doesn’t repeat,
there will be a slowdown in the
real estate market that will affect
the economy of Miami.
BNA is looking to prevent a major
slowdown in our area by creating
the tools that we don’t have. We
are looking at local government
and agencies like Downtown
Development Authority

Happy
Halloween

(DDA) and the Community
Redevelopment Agency (CRA)
that can put their resources into
helping the economy not only
of Brickell-Downtown, but also
Omni-Edgewater.
We need them to help us
advocate for improvements and
also apply some of their existing
programs that have been proven
successful especially downtown.
BNA has been working
towards the same goals of
DDA: improving the quality
of life with special focus on
economic development to grow
companies and create jobs,
public transportation, social issues
such as education, and reduce
homelessness.
As one of DDA’s goals is to Create
Great Streets and Community
Spaces, we want to work
together to accomplish that in
Edgewater too. We’ve already had
conversations with developers
about their contribution to the
infrastructure and public spaces.
We have made progress working
with the developers of 38th St.
and Blvd. Our focus goes now to
the side streets between Biscayne
and the Bay. They were designed
for a population of maybe 40 per
block and now some will have
thousands of residents/drivers.
A representative from BNA will
bring the ideas of thousands of
residents and business leaders to
local government.

We all love Halloween—the
costumes, the candy, the parties
—but how did it all get started?
Halloween, or All Hallows Eve,
is one of the oldest holidays still
celebrated today.
It began as an ancient Celtic
festival of Samhain more than
2,000 years ago in the land that is
now Ireland, the UK and northern
France. This day marked the end
of summer and the harvest, and
the start of winter. It was dark and
cold that time of year, a time that
was often associated with death.
People believed that on this night
the boundaries between the living
and the dead were blurred. This
was the night that the ghosts of
the dead returned to earth and
mingled with the living, causing
all sorts of trouble and mischief.
It was also believed that this was
the best time to make predictions
about the future.
Some thought they would
encounter the ghosts roaming the
earth if they left their homes, so
to avoid being recognized, they
would wear masks to disguise
themselves as fellow spirits.
Halloween is celebrated by
millions of people around the
world. In Mexico they celebrate
Dia de los Muertos, a day to
remember the deceased, tell
their stories, and celebrate their
lives. No matter where you are
though, Halloween traditions still
rely on the good will of the very
same “spirits” that the Celts felt so
strongly, many years ago.
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Celebrating our Growing Neighborhood
On September 19th, Biscayne Neighborhoods Association (BNA) hosted a cocktail party event in the Missoni3
Baia sales center to highlight the transformations happening in Edgewater. Alicia Cervera from Cervera
Realty opened the presentations. Jeremy Gauger, Vice President of Arquitectonica gave a presentation on the
Baywalk.
City of Miami Commissioners Ken Russell and Francis Suarez and Miami Beach Commissioner Kristen Rosen
Gonzalez joined President of BNA Andres Althabe and members of the community to celebrate the growing
neighborhood.
BNA - Cervera party at Missoni Baia sales office

Architect Jeremy Gauger
presenting the Baywalk

Andres Althabe, Commissioner Francis Suarez,
Michael Gongora & Alyce Robertson (DDA)

Henry Dow (CEO Water Restoration),
Ary Perez (Hotwire Communications) &
Lorenzo Rossi (Hotwire Communications)

Commissioner Ken Russell &
Andres Althabe
Carolina Friedhoff &
Amal Solh Kabbani (DNA president)

Francis Scola (OKO GroupMissoni), Andres Althabe &
David Krempa, Esq.
(Association Law Group)

Paul Kaplan, Gail Feldman (BHA president),
Bill Mathisen (BNA founder), Commissioner
Ken Russell & Alicia Cervera
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AN EXC LU S IV E CO LLECTI O N O F 2- TO 4 -B ED RO O M BAY FRO NT R ES I D EN C ES
Missoni, the legendary Italian fashion house, oﬀers as much a way of living as it does a way of
style, infused with a tangible sense of joyfulness and relaxed luxury. Missoni Baia oﬀers amenities
unrivaled in Miami, including four outdoor pools, a bayview tennis court, and an expansive gym
and spa worthy of a luxury resort with 200 feet of frontage on Biscayne Bay in East Edgewater.

M I S SO N I BA IA .CO M

+1 3 0 5 8 0 0 70 0 0

7 7 7 N . E. 26T H T E R R AC E, M I A M I , FL 3 3 1 37

BY A P P O I N T M E N T O N LY

EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY. ORAL REPRESENTATIONS CANNOT BE RELIED UPON AS CORRECTLY STATING THE REPRESENTATIONS OF THE DEVELOPER. FOR CORRECT REPRESENTATIONS, MAKE REFERENCE TO THIS BROCHURE
AND TO THE DOCUMENTS REQUIRED BY SECTION 718.503, FLORIDA STATUTES, TO BE FURNISHED BY A DEVELOPER TO A BUYER OR LESSEE. THIS IS NOT AN OFFER TO SELL, OR SOLICITATION TO BUY A UNIT. SUCH AN OFFERING
SHALL ONLY BE MADE PURSUANT TO THE PROSPECTUS AND NO STATEMENTS SHOULD BE RELIED UPON UNLESS MADE IN THE PROSPECTUS OR IN THE APPLICABLE PURCHASE AGREEMENT. IN NO EVENT SHALL ANY
SOLICITATION, OFFER OR SALE OF A UNIT IN THE CONDOMINIUM BE MADE IN, OR TO RESIDENTS OF, ANY STATE OR COUNTRY IN WHICH SUCH ACTIVITY WOULD BE UNLAWFUL. BRANDING & ADVERTISING: AND PARTNERS, NY
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The Story of Margaret Pace Park
By Valerie Shea, Esq.
Quantum on the Bay
Once upon a time, a young
Georgia attorney named Johnson
Hagood Pace (1881-1967)
married a Southern belle named
Margaret Ruth Young (18841964). They moved to Miami in
1916 as a young family. While
he worked representing the
then-Mayor of Miami, Charles
Leffler, she busied herself with
civic activities. A founder and
longtime president of the Miami
Garden Club, Mrs. Pace was
also instrumental in forming the
Florida Federation of Garden
Clubs. Simpler times are reflected
in an a 1949 article covering
the annual statewide floral
convention, which noted: “The
Margaret Y. Pace prize for junior
bird scrapbook was awarded a
local boy, Paul Chatelier….” Her
name was associated with many
conservation efforts of the times.
Miami’s booming growth was
accompanied by a sense of
shrinking green spaces, and a
1960 recreation plan led the
City to acquire a piece of “bay
bottom land” – that is, submerged
land, on the site of the present
park. The goal was to fill the
area and create a public park. A
City resolution of July 13, 1964
proclaimed that the new park

would be named “in
honor of one of the
City’s outstanding
citizens.” The
proposed park
was named and
designated as the
Margaret Pace Park
on that date.
Beautification
grants were sought
and the huge task
proceeded, with
thousands of cubic
yards of soil being
trucked in. Not all the neighbors
were happy: in 1965 the Miami
Women’s Club demanded
$242 for claimed damage to its
drainage system. Such incidents
aside, the work proceeded and
the new park was unveiled,
primarily as open green space,
in the late 1960s. Improvements
such as electricity, plumbing, the
office and restrooms building
and amenities came much later,
and piecemeal. As just one
example, the tile mural at the
park entranceway was created
by the Art Institute of Miami, at
its expense, in 1980. Financial
difficulties in the 1980s and
1990s led to reduced budgets
and retrenchments for the City of
Miami municipal parks system.
Margaret Pace Park suffered

The 411:
Margaret Pace Park has an eight-acre waterfront with
a children’s playground and exercise area. This park
has a wide range of facilities including sand volleyball,
a basketball court, and two tennis courts. All ages who
want a free workout with a great view should come to
this park. On a sunny day get fit in the City of Miami.
For more information please call 305-350-7938.

to the extent that it closed for
a substantial period in 2002
and 2003: a victim of misuse
and neglect. Fortunately, a
voter-approved Neighborhood
Improvement Bond passed in
2001 allowed for a major, $4
million expenditure to repair
and make over Margaret Pace
Park. It re-opened in 2003, just as
the Wynwood/Edgewater area
became poised for the wave of
development that transformed it
to its current “urban chic” state.
Today, the eight-acre space
boasts amenities including tennis,
basketball and volleyball courts,
a playground, an outdoor gym,
a dog run, picnic tables and
grills, paved walkways, open
green spaces and the three
iconic thrones. Day and night it is
packed with visitors.
Thankfully, this precious
space was spared from the
commercialism that has
consumed virtually all of the
remaining bayfront in the
Edgewater-Midtown corridor.
Perhaps the near future will see
the realization of the long-awaited
baywalk between Margaret Pace
Park and the mouth of the Miami
River.
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As Florida’s residential property management leader, we know what it takes to create great
communities that residents are proud to call home.
We start by putting the right teams in place – local property experts who deliver genuinely
helpful service. Then we back them up with the tools and resources that only the leading
property management company can provide – full-service solutions and exceptional
customer service that enhance the value of every property and the lifestyle of every resident
we serve.
That’s how we make a difference, every day, for great communities like yours.
Contact Bill Worrall today at Bill.Worrall@FSResidential.com or 305.218.1406 to make a
difference in your community.

www.fsresidential.com | 305.218.1406

Making a Difference. Every Day.
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Parents for Schools
The
Our future as a city depends,
not just on building great
condominiums and hotels but on
how well we educate our children
that will continue what we have
done so far. They deserve the
tools to pursue happiness and
develop the community of the
future.

Investing in education is
investing in the future.
City Commissioners have stepped
forward looking for empty parcels
owned by the City or the County
where new schools can be built.
We had an informal group that
started working recently and we
have formalized it in a committee
with Nicolas Lund-Larsen from our
Board as the Chair.

Nicolas has his children in a good
school. He is setting the example:
he is working for improvements
in schools, even when he is not
directly impacted by the current
situation. He is working to help
the many parents worried about
the future of their children.
We had contacts with
Commissioner Russell,
Commissioner Francis Suarez and
lately also with Commissioner
Carollo to present our concerns
for better schools.
We are working with Brickell
Homeowners Association to put
the problem on the front page.
Superintendent Carvalho has
promised $70 mil to be split
between the areas South and
North of the Miami River.
The Office of the Superintendent
understands that we have urgent
need for more public schools and

improving the existing ones that
are rated C and under.
The schools in our area are under
enrolled because parents are
making sacrifices sending their
children to private schools, when
the society should be providing
education.
The problem will only worsen if
not addressed now. There are
twenty one new buildings that will
be completed soon in Edgewater.
They will not sell to families if
there are no schools.
We want the government to
contribute but we also want
contributions from the private
sector.
We have said in numerous
opportunities that urban
development needs to continue
to keep the economy growing
and creating jobs. It should pause
and be examined to make sure
that continues with the adequate
infrastructure and investment in
schools.

Help your children,
get involved!

At the School Board Meeting
Biscayne Neighborhoods Association President Andres Althabe with Representative Joseph Geller who
was awarded "legislator of the year" for his work on education.

To participate contact:
Nicolas Lund-Larsen Committee
Chairman at niclund@gmail.com
Andres Althabe BNA President at
Andres.Althabe@gmail.com

BE PART OF THE CONVERSATION! JOIN US AND PARTICIPATE IN BNA ACTIVITIES.

Biscayne Neighborhoods Association

PO Box 370461, Miami FL 33137-0461 | Phone: 786.350.2677 | email: info@bnamiami.org
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